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his forefathers, saying, " Ye who have guarded our field as
we asked you to do, there is something for you ; now look
on us favourably also for the time to come." Afterwards,
while the people are feasting, the owner privily stirs the
contents of the coco-nut shell with his finger, and then calls
the attention of the others to it as a proof that the spirits
have partaken of the offering provided for them. Finally the
food remaining in the shell is consumed by the banqueters.1

In certain tribes of Fiji " the first-fruits of the yam Sacrifices
harvest are presented to the ancestors in the Nanga [sacred ^"^
enclosure] with great ceremony before the bulk of the crop Fiji and
is dug for the people's use, and no man may taste of the new
yams until the presentation has been made. The yams thus
offered are piled in the Great Nanga, and are allowed to rot
there. If any one were impiously bold enough to appropriate
them to his own use, he would be smitten with madness.
The mission teacher before mentioned told me that, when he
visited the Nanga he saw among the weeds with which
it was overgrown, numerous yam vines which had sprung up
out of the piles of decayed offerings. Great feasts are made
at the presentations of the first-fruits, which are times of public
rejoicing, and the Nanga itself is frequently spoken of as the
Mbaki, or Harvest."2 In other parts of Fiji the practice
with regard to the first-fruits seems to have been different,
for we are told by another observer that " the first-fruits of
the yams, which are always presented at the principal
temple of the district, become the property of the priests,
and form their revenue, although the pretence of their being
required for the use of the god is generally kept up." s In
Tana, one of the New Hebrides, the general name for gods
appeared to be aremha, which meant " a dead man." The
spirits of departed ancestors were among the gods of the
people. Chiefs who reached an advanced age were deified
after their death, addressed by name, and prayed to on
various occasions. They were supposed to preside especially
over the growth of the yams and fruit-trees. The first-fruits
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